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Abstract

The purposes of this research were: (1) to study the competencies of professional
nurses in caring management of patients with mechanical ventilators at Police General
Hospital, (2) to develop range statements of professional nurses’competencies , and ( 3) to
evaluate the appropriation of the developed range statements of professional nurse’s
competencies.

The sample consisted of two groups. The first group included 202  professional
nurses who worked at Police General Hospital and had at least 5 years’experience in caring
management of patients with mechanical ventilator, and the second group comprised 16
experts on caring patients with mechanical ventilators, including 2 physicians, 2 nursing
educators from Police Hospital Colleges, and 12 head nurses. Two research tools were used:
1) the questionnaires of professional nurses’competencies in caring management of patients
with mechanical ventilators, and 2) the evaluation from for the appropriation of professional
nurses’competencies in caring management of patients with mechanical ventilators. Both
tools were veriflied by 4 experts and CVIs were 0.81 and 0.87, respectively. The Cronbach’s
alpha coefficient of the first tool was 0.94, and the Kuder-Richardson 20 of the second tool
was 1. Descriptive statistics (frequency, mean, and percentage) were used for the quantitative
data analysis; whereas the qualitative data were analyzed by content analysis.

The research findings were as follows. (1) Range statements of professional
nurses’competencies in caring management of patients with mechanical ventilators at Police
general hospital were classified into 6 main aspects and including 31 items: 1) moral and
ethics (3 items), 2) nursing care (5 items), 3) nursing skills (7 items) 4) communication skills
(5 items), 5) ventilators’monitoring (6 items) and 6) nursing management and technology
utilization (5 items). (2) The developed range statements of competencies is appropriate for
application (100%). The developed competencies may be used in other hospitals, but the
context of each hospital must be considered.

Keywords: Competencies, Professional nurses, Caring management of patients, Patients
with mechanical ventilators
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